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Members of the Burlington Male Welsh choir pictured above. Have performed allover North Amer-
ica, sharing the stage with entertainers such as Elvis Costello.  They will be at SSOTH on Nov. 5th. 

MALE WELSH CHOIR  
COMING IN NOVEMBER  

On Saturday November, 5th at 
7:30pm the Burlington Male Welsh 
Choir will be filling the sanctuary of 
St. Stephenõs on-the-Hill with the 
melodies of its multitude voices. The 
choir has an accomplished history 
performing around North America.       
They have performed at the Chicago 
Celtic Fest; were guests for the 60th 
anniversary of The Horseshoe in 
Toronto; been on stage at the famous 
òKnitting Factoryó in New York 
City; and participated in the 
òHardly Strictly Bluegrassó festival 
in San Francisco.     

The concert is a fundraiser in sup-
port of the life and work of St. Ste-
phenõs on-the-Hill United Church. A 
big thank you goes out to the mem-
bers of the Genesis Unit of the UCW 
for its initiative in organizing this 
event.  Tickets are available at a cost 
of $30.  Please invite your neigh-
bours and friends to come out to 
what promises to be a  great nightõs 
entertainment right in our own 
backyard! Following the show, con-
cert goers are invited to stay for des-
sert and other refreshments. 

Favourite 
Hymns 

This past summer one of our worship 
services featured reflections by mem-
bers of SSOTH on their favourite 
hymns.  We would like to make this a 
regular feature of our newsletter, so 
feel free to submit your own reflec-
tion.  Our first submission is from 
choir member Peter Barkla.   

 
 

 

òThis Is Godõs Wondrous Worldó 

This is God's wondrous world, 
and to my listening ears 
all nature sings, and round me rings 
the music of the spheres. 
This is God's wondrous world; 
I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, 
God's hand the wonders wrought. 
 
This is God's wondrous world: 
the birds their carols raise; 
the morning light, the lily white, 
declare their Maker's praise. 
This is God's wondrous world: 
God shines in all that's fair; 
in the rustling grass or mountain pass, 
God's voice speaks everywhere. 
 
This is God's wondrous world: 
O let me ne'er forget 
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. 
This is God's wondrous world: 
why should my heart be sad? 
Let voices sing, let the heavens ring: 
God reigns, let earth be glad! 
 
My mother and father were very staunch 
Methodists, so I grew up with a very 
strong church background. My father 
was the church organist and choir direc-
tor, and I became very familiar with the 
hymns of Methodism.  

 
As a young boy, I can remember visiting 
my Grandmother's home for Sunday sup-
per, together with all my Aunts and Un-
cles and all my cousins, and after supper, 
we all gathered around the piano in the 
living room whilst my Dad played favor-
ite hymns and we sang them together. 
My Uncle Jack sang tenor, my Dad sang 
bass, Auntie Ada sang alto, Auntie Jean 
warbled away at the soprano whilst the 
rest of us sang the best we could and as 
loudly as we could! It was a great, happy 
time. 
 
As I got older, I joined the Youth group 
at our church. After church on a Sunday 
evening the Youth Group would go to 
someone's home and we would have a 
hymn singsong, all of us calling out our 
favorite hymns like- "Guide me oh 
though Great Jehovah", and "Come let us 
sing of a wonderful Love tender and 
true", and "Brightly beams our banner 
pointing to the sky" and so on. The mu-
sic of the church became part of the pat-
tern of my life. 
 
I enjoy singing and I enjoy singing in the 
choir. I like singing joyful songs of 
praise! 
 
When we came to Canada, I was happy to 
learn some wonderful new hymns like the 
Christmas Carol, "Twas in the moon of 
winter time when all the birds had fled, 
that mighty Gitchi Manitou sent angel 
choirs instead",  and "This is Gods won-
drous world", hymn 296, my favorite. 



Did you know? 
 

The hymn òThis Is Godõs Wondrous 
Worldó refers to òthe music of the 
spheres.ó  This is ancient cosmological 
concept believed each planet emitted a 
unique type of hum based on the revolu-
tion of their orbit.  The Greek philoso-
pher Plato believed the study of music 
and astronomy went hand in hand.   
 

When there were only seven known 
celestial bodies in our solar system, it 
was thought that the orbit of each 
played a notes of the diatonic scale. 
Some imagined that if  one could pierce 
the sky one would hear the òmusic of the 
spheres.ó  These celestial layers also 
represented the òseven heavens.ó  Reach-
ing for heaven meant reaching beyond 
oneõs self and the known world. 
 

However, most did not literally think 
this òmusicó to be audible. Instead the 
òmusicó incorporates the metaphysical 
principle that mathematical relation-
ships express qualities or ôtones' of ener-
gy which manifest in numbers, visual 
angles, shapes and sounds.  It brings 
forth an underlying sacred purpose, pat-
tern or rhythm to the universe.  
 

And no, these ancient and medieval 
thinkers did not believe the Earth was 
flat, although they did believe it to be in 
the centre of the universe! See the medi-
eval map of the cosmos below: 

 
òFavourite Hymnsó continued... 
 
Maltbie Babcock, who wrote this hymn, 
was born in Syracuse, New York in 
1858. After he graduated from Syracuse 
University he received a degree in The-
ology from Auburn Theological College 
and became Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church at Lockport, New York, which is 
located approximately 25 kilometers 
east of Niagara Falls. 
 
Maltbie was described as having 
"brilliant intellect and stirring oratorical 
powers". 
 
Whilst living in Lockport, Babcock took 
frequent walks along the Niagra Escarp-
ment to enjoy the panoramic vista of the 
surrounding countryside and the views 
over Lake Ontario.He would tell his wife 
when he set out on his walks, he "was 
going out to see my Fathers world". 
 
He wrote many poems over his lifetime, 
amongst them the verses of this hymn. 
Babcock died in Italy in 1901 at age 42 
of a sudden illness. 
 
Stanely Oliver, a renowned Canadian 
organist and choir master, adapted the 
tune set out for this hymn from a tradi-
tional English melody in the late 1920s. 
 
The hymn appeals to me because of the 
beauty that is all around us in Canada; 
the vast stretches of land, the wonderful 
lakes, the feel of the wind in the trees, 
the colours of Fall, I could go on for 
ever! As I sit out on our deck on a sum-
mer evening and listen to the birds and 
see the sunlight dappled through the 
shadows of the trees, I am grateful and 
thankful to God for the wonders of na-
ture around me and the many blessings 
he has given to me and my family. 
 

 
 

St. Stephenõs on-the-

Hill  United Church  

Welcomes You!  
 

In recent months, we as a church 

community have welcomed many 

newcomers into our midst through 

baptism, confirmation and profession 

of faith.  Including the following per-

sons: 
Baptism 

Alexandra Elizabeth Schnarr May 29 

Caitlyn Emma Williamson May 29 

Derek Kent Smith  June 5 

Bayden Derek Smith  June 12 

Stella Grace Ripton September 18 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our New Members 

By Confirmation on June 5 

Michael Crews 

Hannah Kuryluk 

Graeme Paton 

Madeline Pugi 

Leah Skinner 

By Profession of Faith on June 5 

Cindy Kambeitz 

Elizabeth Noltie 

Keith Noltie 

Derek Smith 

Shane Wilson 

Stefanie Wilson  

Are you a newcomer or adherent inter-

ested in becoming a full member of our 

congregation Please speak with  Dale 

or email dskinner@on.aibn.com 

PD DAYS AT 

SSOTH!  

Attention all parents!  

New this year at SSOTH we 

will be providing PD Day pro-

gramming for your school aged  

children.  

The first planned day is Sep-

tember 27 is a PD Day for ele-

mentary school aged kids. Join 

us here from 9 to 3 p.m.  RSVP 

Jennifer at 647 - 393 - 4444 or 

jenniferauty@sympatico.ca  

Our sympathy is extended to: 

The family of former member Ed-
ward Tombs who died on April 25 

 

The family of Marjorie Swanson 
who died on July 4  

 

Phillip and Marilyn Fourie and 
family on the death of Philipõs moth-

er who died on July 11 

Thank You 

I want to express my sincere ap-
preciation to all those who sent 
cards, made phone calls, sent 
flowers, said prayers and provid-
ed rides for me. All of these aid-
ed a great deal to my rehab. I 
would especially like to thank 
Dale, Serena Ward, Flo Williams 
and Barb Sinclair.  

                  -Pat Smith 



 

Church  
Community  
Volunteers 

 

The Church Community Volunteers (CCV) 
provides rides for those who require 
transportation to medical and health re-
lated appointments. SSOTH is one of 
eight sponsoring churches in the area 
south of the QEW and between Missis-
sauga Road and Winston Churchill. Capa-
ble drivers and office help are needed to 
help continue this program. The office is 
open from 9 to 11 a.m. Monday to Friday 
to arrange drives for those in need. Vol-
unteer drivers and office help are not 
expected to assist more than once a 
month. If you would like to volunteer 
please call the CCV office at 905-822-
3377 for more information, or call Ron 
Ormiston at 905-274-8060. 

 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE 2011-2012 

Youth Leader Carla Ward would like to invite all high school aged youth to our planned 

YOUNG MOMS GROUP  
 

Attention young moms, you and 
your little one(s) are invited to St. 

Stephen's on-the-Hill United 
Church on Tuesday, September 

27 at 10:00 am 
 

So please feel welcome 
to come on out, connect with 
other young moms and make 

some new friends 
  

This is a new group initiative of 
our church.  We hope you can 

make it to this initial meet and 
greet. The group will gather in 

the Library/Nursery portion of our 
church so there should be plenty 

of space for everyone. 
Coffee and tea will be available.  

September 
25  Meet and Greet (pm) 
October 
2  Sunday evening (7pm) 
9  Is There a God (am) 
15-16 Church Campout 
23  How to Pray/ Affirmations  (pm) 
30  Howôs Your Karma (pm) 
 
November 
6  THE SUMMIT (7pm) 
13  Youth Service Rehearsal (pm) 
20  Youth Service (An Expensive 
Bowl Soup)(am) 
27  The Good Samaritan (am) 
 
December 
2  Santaôs Brunch Set Up (Friday 
pm) 
3  Santaôs Brunch (Sat.) 
4  No Youth Group 
11 Christmas Potluck (pm) 

January 
1  No YG (Christmas Break) 
8  Money Madness Part 1 (pm) 
15  Money Madness Part 2 (am) 
22  The Meaning of Life (pm) 
29  According to the Simpsons (am) 
 
February 
5  The 10 Commandments  
11-12  Sleepover- Cookies with Love 
19  No YG (Family Day) 
26   Noahôs Ark (In Your Boat pm)  
 
March 
4  THE SUMMIT (pm) 
11  No YG (March Break) 
18  No YG (March Break) 
25   Mall Madness (am) 
 
April 
1  THE SUMMIT (pm) 
8  Easter Sunday (Great Egg Hunt ) 

15  Godôs Green Thumb (pm) 
22  Always Look on the Bright 
Side of Life (pm) 
27-29  30 Hour Famine 
 
May 
6   THE SUMMIT- 7pm8pm- 
Youth Service Rehearsal 
13  Youth Service (am) 
20  No YG (Victoria Long Week-
end) 
29  Sleep Away Camp- Site TBA 
 
June 
3  John the Who (am) 
10  The Worldôs a Stage(pm) 
16-17  Last YG- Sleepover   

For more info call Carla Ward 

at 647-206-0963 or email at 

carla.ward@elfoundations.com 

 

To everyone who supported me, 
 

I just wanted to say thank you so 
much for allowing me to have the 
amazing experience that I did in 
Kenya. The trip was one of hard 
work, and learning so many differ-
ent things about the world. I've seen 
so much on this trip that I never 
would have been able to under-
stand before, and it's really given 
me a new perspective on how life 
and the world goes on. Seeing the 
people there was such an inspira-
tion, because every person I met 
had such an acceptance with their 
lot in life, and were all so happy to 
be living everyday. It didn't matter 
what the conditions were, or what 
their future held, the fact was they 
enjoyed living in their communities. 
If I wasn't inspired before this trip, I 
certainly am now. I'm going to give 
a brief summary of what my trip 
was like everyday and include a 
few pictures of what I did, to hope-
fully give a bit of an idea to what 
my experience was like. 
We stayed in the community of 

A NOTE FROM 
JAKOB PUGI 

 

This past summer Jakob Pugi trav-
elled to Kenya as a part of the inter-

national organization known as 
άCǊŜŜ ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ  Wŀƪƻō ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 

raise a lot of funds to make this trip 
possible and many member of 

SSOTH offered their support in a 
variety ways.  Jakob also received 

financial assistance  from the Special 
Gifts Fund and the Rev. Dr. Albion 

Wright Youth Travelling Fund. 

Enelerai in the Masai Mara area of Ken-
ya, right beside the Kisaruni girls 
boarding high school and the Baraka 
Health Clinic, both Free The Children 
projects. The high school had their first 
class this year of grade nines, with just 
under fifty girls staying there. The girls 
were so amazing, many of them had 
definite plans for what they wanted to 
do after high school, from being law-
yers to dentists to working for a news 
station. To be honest they certainly 
know more about what they want to do 
than I did two years ago.  

 
Every day we woke up at 7:30 for 
weekdays and 8 for weekends, had 
breakfast and then, most days, went to 
the worksite. We worked for around 
three hours on the buildsite, then went 
back for lunch. In the afternoon we did 
a bunch of different activities, from 
leadership activities, to hikes, to walks 
in the community, to meeting with the 
locals and understanding what their 
lives are like, to playing soccer (oh sor-
ry, it's football there) with the girls. The 
work was hard, we ended working on 
two separate projects through the 
course of the trip, the first was break-
ing ground and digging trenches for 
the maternity ward to be built at the 
health clinic, and the second was build-
ing an outdoor study center for the 
girls at the high school. Digging trench-



es involved pick axing the ground, and 
then shoveling out the rocks and dirt 
you dug up. The ground was mostly 
rocks and not too much dirt, so I ended 
up taking out probably around 200 rocks 
the size of two of my fists out of my 
trench, and a couple were really big and 
took two people to get out.  
 

For the outdoor study center we made a 
cement base, which involved mixing 16 
wheelbarrows of sand with 4 bags of 
cement and 16 wheelbarrows or rocks, 
then mixing small parts with water until 
it got nice and sticky, then shoveling the 
cement into wheelbarrows, moving it up 
to the foundation and patting it down. 
The work was very rewarding, knowing 
that I started building something that is 
going to have babies be born in it in up-
coming years was really special. 
 

I'd also like to let you all know that my 
parents matched the money I received 
from all of you, and they are donating 
that money to Free The Children. One 
thing I learned that made me happy to 
be working with this organization is that 
only nine cents from every dollar goes 
towards administration. Free the Chil-
dren has sister companies such as Me to 
We that pay  these administration costs. 
 

 
So thank you again for all supporting 
me, this experience is something I'm 
definitely going to take with me 
throughout my life. My ultimate goal 
is to work for the NGO Doctors with-
out Borders, and this trip has com-
pletely reinforced my drive to get 
there. One thing I'm taking away from 
this trip is a form of determination, 
because I know that I have the ability 
to help others, and now I have the 
drive to make sure I use what I have 
to benefit whoever I can. Thank you 
again for helping me get to this point, 
and if you have any questions I'm 
more than happy to answer them. 
They say the biggest difference you 
can make from these trips is to spread 
the word about the issues in the 
world, and to try to inspire others in 
their own worlds. No one can expect 
to get everyone they know to make 
worldwide differences, but I hope that 
I personally will make small changes 
in my everyday life, and I hope that I 
can inspire others to do the same. So 
one more time, thank you so much, 
this was the trip of a lifetime.  
 

Sincerely,   Jakob Pugi 
 

On Friday, October 21st тΥол ta {ǘΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊΩǎΣ ммтм 
Clarkson Road N. will be hosting the first annual Com-
pass Church Trivia Championship Challenge. 

Cost: $10.00 per person. Proceeds go to The Compass. 
Snacks will be provided, liquid refreshments will be 
available. 

There is no individual embarrassment or glory although 
competition is loud and raucous especially when opinions about the an-
swers differ from that of the Quiz Master. There will be 6 rounds of 10 ques-
tions each. The evening will end before 10pm. 

5hbΩ¢ ChwD9¢ h¦w 59{LDb!¢95 Chh5 /h[[9/¢Lhb 5!¸ 
FOR THE COMPASS IS THE LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH. 

FALL CLEAN -UP DAY  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12  
Members of the community are reminded that Sat-
urday, November 12 will be the day of our fall 
clean-up.  Rain or shine, grab your rake and your 
gloves as we spend some time taking care of the 
beautiful church grounds that we have been 
blessed with at SSOTH. 

Fall clean-up day is a great opportunity to spend some time outdoors 
with others in our church, get a little exercise, and provide yourself 
with an excellent excuse to help yourself to a donut...maybe two! 

Waiting for an invitation?  ...well here it is!  
 

COME SING WITH US!  
Jr choir rehearsal 6:30pm  

Youth Choir 7:15pm  
Chancel Choir 8:00 pm  

THURSDAY EVENINGS  
IN THE SANCTUARY  


